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Groups of educators took on the task of identifying the most 
critical issues in education today, labored over practical, 

expert solutions, and presented them in an outstanding show 

of solidarity and active commitment to positive change. 

One Voice 2008 in San Francisco: 

            The Start of Something Big 
 The One Voice 
International Conference and 
Forum for Educators in San 
Francisco was unlike any other 
such event that in its DNA 
seemed embedded the blueprint 
for action, interaction, activism, 
and advocacy. The attendees were 
impassioned and invested in the 
eventôs outcomes, perhaps the 
most important one of which was 
the presentations by ELC 
(Education Leadership Council) 
facilitators.  The excellent, 
thought provoking results of the 
ELC brainstorming sessions were 
dynamic, incredibly informative 
and confirmed the philosophy of 

   Letôs raise our voices for positive change:            

   Upcoming opportunities in 2008 & 2009 
 
NORTHEASTERN REGIONAL    FALL 2008 - WHITE PLAINS, NY  
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES:  MAY  2009 ï  SANTE FE    JUNE 2009 - SAN FRANCISCO 
       JULY 2009 ï  DENVER   AUGUST 2009 ï SEATTLE 
 
Your comments and suggestions for all aspects of these upcoming conferences are welcome; from content to venue 
to menuséwe are interested in your thoughtséemail customerservice@elementalethics.com. 
      

the organization:  Educators are the 
(SMEs) subject matter experts when 
it comes to improving learning and 
teaching, and when asked can 
provide the answers to the important 
questions. Based on the great 
success of the ELC meetings, and 
the important directives they 
yielded, it has been decided that 
they will be a part of all future One 
Voice events. 
 For those who could not 
attend the Forum, summarized on 
page 3 are the directives provided 
by the generous SMEs who 
comprised the founding ELC panel.  
Your comments, questions, and 
additions are welcomed.  
 

See page 3 for a full summary of the directives 

provided by the generous SMEs who comprised the 

founding ELC panels for 2008.  Those who wish to 

contribute to the current list of action items gleaned 

from these panels can do so at any time via email to 

rosanna.pittella@elementalethics.com.  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

               

               

               

               

        

        

ACTION LIST for 
Intentional Educators 
this month 
HERE IS WHAT YOU CAN DO THIS MONTH THAT 

WILL SUPPORT THE IMPORTANT WORK THAT 

WE BEGAN IN SAN FRANCISCO! 
Kristen Karas wrote:  

 Itôs hard for me to put into 

words what my experience working 

for the One Voice Conference was 

like.  I boarded a plane in 

Philadelphia expecting to spend a 

week working 9 to 5 and goofing 

around with my friends and instead 

came home with a new idea of 

what it means to take pride in your 

workðboth in the work I did and 

in the passion for education I saw 

in all of you  

I have never had the 

pleasure of working for such a 

wonderful and diverse group of 

people before.  [Contôd page 5]  

 

 

When Amanda and I 

would stand outside the Georgian 

Room each morning for breakfast 

and snacks, we were always 

greeted with smiles and 

conversation.  From the wonderful 

and inspiring Dr. Russell Baum to 

the kind and encouraging Professor 

Kathy Richards, it was a joy to 

wake up and see all of you every 

morning. 

As a student about to enter 

my third year at Penn State 

University and the daughter of 

secondary school teacher of over 

40 years, I know how frustrating 

the educational world can be.  

Between administrators with no 

classroom experience and the 

constant pressure to measure 

students by how well they can fill 

in bubbles with a #2 pencil, it 

almost seems like teachers, the 

ones that not only know how to do 

the right thing for students, but also 

care enough to do it, are not being 

listened to or given the respect they 

deserve.  Listening in on a few of 

the sessions and hearing your 

concerns during the final forum 

gave me great hope for the future 

of education.  It was wonderful to 

see you all coming together and 

sharing your knowledge and 

experience with each other because 

you are the ones who really know 

what education is all about.  The 

world could use a lot more people 

like you and I would be honored to 

take a class with each and every 

Much discussion at the One 

Voice Forum was   focused 

on what individual educators 

could do to facilitate the 

kinds of changes identified 

by the group.  Here is a list 

of things you can do this 

month to do your part in this 

important mission: 

¶ Send us a list of the 

professional organizations of 

which you are a member.  It 

is likely they have some or 

all of the same objectives, 

WANTED: 
ELC 

DECLARATION 
WRITERS  

Like the writers that comprised 

the Continental Congress in 

Philadelphia in 1776, a core 

group of passionate writers are 

needed to author the resolution, 

a declaration of educational 

intent that will inform the public 

of the expectation, standards, 

commitments, and 

requirements of todayôs 

educators.  Will you step up 

and contribute?  Email 

rosanna.pittella@elementalethi

cs.com to nominate yourself or 

others .  Your voice is needed. 

and we will reach out to 

partner with each one. 

¶ Nominate yourself 

or a colleague to write ña 

declaration of intentò (see 

column at right for details). 

¶ Nominate yourself 

or a colleague to step up and 

take a leadership position in 

a national network for 

change (see bottom right of 

this page).  

¶ Write! Write! 

Write! Your written thoughts 

wanted for this newsletter!  

     ñNot everything that counts can be counted, 

and not everything that can be counted, counts.  

ALBERT EINSTEIN 

Fueled by energy and 

excitement of the conference 

and forum earlier this month, 

the organization is bustling to 

accomplish the countless 

tasks required to go the next 

steps.  Here are some of them 

that we are working on now 

and about which we will be 

reporting progress and for 

which we will be reaching 

out to you for help. 

- Putting the final 

touches on the One Voice video 

the rough version of which was 

shown at the July conference.  

We will let you know when it is 

polished and linked to the web- 

site for your viewing. It will also 

be uploaded to UTube, and 

circulated to key media outlets 

(more on this soon!).   

- Organize infrastructure 

for ie3 Network 

- Organize infrastructure 

for Declaration Writing Committee 

- Updating website with 

information about ie3 (Institute of 

Elemental ethics and Education) 

Network, declaration writing 

committee, upcoming events, and 

more. 

- Negotiating with venues 

for meeting space and planning for 

November 2008 Northeast 

Regional Conference and Forum in 

White Plains, NY. 

- Preparing StarbucksÊ 

coffee certificates to go out to all 

who participated in the conference 

survey. 

- Conduct post-conference 

drawing for free registration to 

upcoming event.                 

The power to facilitate the systemic 

changes in education discussed at the 

conference and identified by the ELC 

panels can only come from networked 

communication, and tireless 

teamwork. Please step up to take a 

leadership position in this network, 

and act as a main point of contact in 

your region or state, or nominate a 

colleague as we build this 

infrastructure. Email 

rosanna.pittella@elementalethics.com

. 

WOULD YOU 

LIKE TO YOUR 

COLLEAGUES  

TO RECEIVE THIS 

NEWSLETTER? 

 

As we discussed at the 

conference and forum, the 

power to bring about change in 

education lies in the strength of 

our convictions, the excellence 

of practical solutions for 

systemic problems, and in our 

numbers!  

 

Your colleagues in education 

should know about what we are 

trying to accomplish and know 

they are invited to be a part of it 

all.  Please invite them to 

contact us 

(rosanna.pittella@elementalethi

cs.com) or let us know to whom 

we can send this newsletter. 

 

ACTION LIST for The 
Institute of Elemental 
Ethics and Education 
this month 

SOME VOICES 
OF THE STAFF 
AND BOARD 

FOR YOU 
 

HERE IS WHAT THE BOARD AND STAFF OF THE 

INSTITUTE OF ELEMENTAL ETHICS AND 

EDUCATION WILL BE DOING TO FURTHER OUR 

MISSIONS 

WANTED: 

REGIONAL & 

NATIONAL IE
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NETWORK 

LEADERS 

2 

mailto:rosanna.pittella@elementalethics.com
mailto:rosanna.pittella@elementalethics.com

