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DR. TERRY EDWARDS PRESENTS THE FINDINGS  

OF THE ELC BRAINSTORMING SESSION IN WHICH SHE  

PARTICIPATED AT ONE VOICE 2008. 

 

Strong voices, words of wisdom, sharing and new 
global friendships 

One Voice New York 
In the tradition that began in San Francisco, the One Voice NY 

Conference and Forum was set afire by the passions and clear devotion of its 

attendees and speakers!  In spite of very bad weather that delayed trains, 

prevented landings of planes, and made roads hazardous, registrants from 

points of origin including PA, NY, CO, OK, to the United Arab Emirates 

met, shared, networked, and brainstormed in Tarrytown, NY November 14-

16
th
. The kickoff on Friday night was a blast, with a welcome reception and 

networking session, enhanced by lively chatter and marvelous hors dô 

oeuvres.  Saturday began with a leisurely, sumptuous full breakfast buffet 

and lots of networking. Breakfast was followed by excellent paper and poster 

presentations, interactive sessions, and ELC brainstorming meetings.  The 

day was topped off by the evening Forum which started right after everyone 

enjoyed the Forum Feast, a marvelous dinner buffet, coffee and desserts.  The 

evening festivities included STAR performers, Dr. Diane Polachek, and 

graduate students, Stephanie Langner, Lauren Goff, who entertained us by 

sharing a very engaging enactment of a childrenôs story, The Paperbag 

Princess. The evening continued with brief presentations by partners of One 

Voice, an interactive session reviewing and expanding up in the results of the 

ELC sessions earlier in the day, and the viewing of both the SF and NY 

videos, which are both available on www.elementalethics.com. The One 

Voice organization has been greatly enriched by the new educators 

who participated in One Voice NY and will be taking part in future 

activities in 2009 and beyond. 
 
Applause for all of you!  
As I looked at the passionate faces of the intentional educators we met in Tarrytown, NY, they so reminded me of all those in the 

meeting rooms, brainstorming sessions, and events in San Francisco last summer.  I am confident that powered by our combined 

energy, and guided by your wisdom, experience, and training, the One Voice organization can scaffold the world of education to 

the right place and elevate the profession of teaching to its rightful place.  I want to take a moment to applaud all of you and your 

peers, in the US, Canada, and 21 other countries around the world and acknowledge you as the subject matter experts of teaching 

and the ones who have the answers. 

When and where will you raise your expert voice for positive change? 

DETAILS COMING SOON AT ELEMENTALETHICS.COM  

CONFERENCES: MAY 2009 ï SANTE FE, JUNE 2009 ï DENVER, JULY 2009 ï SAN FRANCISCO ,                                 

AUGUST 2009 ï SEATTLE  

 

ONE VOICE ONLINE MEETINGS AND INTERACTIVE CLASSROOMS  ï See page 5 

 

 

http://www.elementalethics.com/
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The Declaration of Equity 

and Excellence in Education 

Writing Committee: Will you 

help make history?  

Margaret Mead, American anthropologist said 
ñNever doubt that a small group of thoughtful 
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, itôs 
the only thing that ever has.ò Throughout history the 
drafting of a powerful document of intent by a small 
group of impassioned people has been the first step 
to a radical and long lasting change in the world. In 
1774, a group who might have been hanged as 
traitors if caught sat together on many long nights in 
the cold to draft a document that rocked the world 
forever after. No less important is a document being 
written right now by a growing committee of 
educators from across the globe that come together 
on line and in person to take ownership of education 
and light the way to a better tomorrow. After many 
long years of frustration, marginalization, and 
anguish as they watch their schools and students 
suffer the limitations of a broken system, educators 
have tapped the power of the pen. The Declaration of 
Equity and Excellence in Education, being authored 
by the subject matter experts of education, educators 
themselves, is a blueprint for processes and 
methodologies that will stop leaving students, 
teachers, and schools behind on the world stage and 
scaffold them to success. This groundbreaking 
declaration, under construction now, will finally define 
for the world the expectations, recommendations, 
and standards that educators will finally and forcefully 
insist be implemented for the greater good of todayôs 
valued students, the future heirs of the planet. 

Educators who wish to right a system that has 
reduced them to mere disseminators of information 
and proctors of continuous testing, must now take 
their rightful place as academic navigators to a better 
tomorrow in education. The contents of the 
Declaration so far, has been gleaned from the 
focused brainstorming of educators who have 
identified what they perceive as the most significant 
issues in education and the practical, sensible 
solutions they have crafted through the wisdom of 
experience and on the basis of their training. This 
Declaration when fully detailed and developed can 
act as the map and divining rod for learning systems 
and programs of education that will fulfill the needs, 
hopes, and dreams of educators, students, and 
families all over the world. For the kind of pervasive 
change needed to happen, you are needed. You and 
millions of teaching peers who want to make a 
difference have perhaps the only opportunity of its 

kind and do their part to create this tool for change 
and then sign it. 

Mother Theresa said, ñDo not wait for leaders; 
do it alone, person to personò to remind citizens of 
the world that the power to make changes in it was 
always in their hands. The myth that leaders will 
deliver to their constituents everything that is needed 
for life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness is defied 
and disproved every day in the headlines and 
evening news. Educators speak among themselves 
about ways in which education and learning can be 
improved, but this consultation and sharing has not 
changed the system in which they work, and never 
can. But the content of those conversations, united 
with those of millions of their peers can comprise the 
content of a practical and powerful tool, a declaration 
for change. ñIdeals are thoughts. So long as they 
exist merely as thoughts, the power in them remains 
ineffective (Albert Schweitzer).ò 

If ever there was a time, as the new 
administration enters the White House of the USA, it 
is now for educators to gird their loins, unite their 
voices, and fight for what they know is perhaps the 
most important undertaking of this nation and all of it 
global neighbors. The importance of finally getting 
the system right surely reaches far beyond the 
classrooms of today. Quite literally, the future of the 
world is in the hands of the budding citizens of 
perhaps the most powerful world power, the United 
States and its allies, that is in the hands of students 
now being limited, pressured, and harassed 
supported by educators debilitated by disastrous 
federal programs such as No Child Left Behind. 

John F. Kennedy, 35th President of the 
United States, said ñOur progress as a nation can be 
no swifter than our progress in education.ò If we are 
to be judged as a society and a nation in the global 
human community by progress in education, we 
would not fare very well. But there is time, and the 
time is now to take the reins and control the path that 
education takes from here forward. Yeats is quoted 
as saying ñEducation is not the filling of a pail, but the 
lighting of a fire.ò Now is the time for all good 
educators to light a fire for equity and excellence in 
education around the world, to unite their voices and 
roar, to come to the aid of their students, and all the 
generations of students to follow, as One Voice 
committed to positive change in education. This is 
your chance to be actually be a part of history in the 
making.  Please contact Rosanna 
(rosanna.pittella@elementalethics.com) to be added 
to the invitation list for the cyber conference for 
Declaration Writers coming soon. 

 
 

 
 



 
BECOME A LEADER IN THE   

IE3 GLOBAL NETWORK :  

 

¶ IDENTIFY ISSUES IN EDUCATION IN YOUR CITY, STATE, AND COUNTRY.  

 

¶ BECOME A LIASION FOR CHANGE. 

 

¶ GAIN RECOGNITION AS A CATALYST FOR POSITIVE CHANGE AMONG YOUR INTERNATIONAL PEERS. 

 

¶ APPLY YOUR SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE, AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS FOR THE GREATER GOOD. 

 

The power to facilitate the systemic 

changes in education discussed at the 

conference and identified at ELC 

brainstorming sessions can only come 

from networked communication, unbridled 

dedication, and tireless teamwork.   The 

needs of schools, educators, and students 

in every city and region of the US, Canada, 

and the many other countries in which One 

Voice has engaged educators are very 

different and require varying amounts of 

attention, conscious raising, and support.  

If educators of One Voice, as a united 

force, can work to help facilitate positive 

change and provide support for these 

causes in the specific ways needed, the 

organization will have fulfilled at least one 

of its missions.   

 

The key is excellent communication, 

which starts with local and regional 

representation in each location around the 

country and the globe.  These IE3 leaders 

can bring important issues in education to 

the so that the organizations can tap its 

internal and external resources to help 

resolve them.   IE3 Open Issues Meetings 

are planned at every One Voice event as 

well as online via web conferencing, and 

by conference call on a monthly basis to 

move projects forward.  We hope you will 

consider stepping up to take a local, 

regional, or international leadership 

position in this network, and act as a main 

point of contact in your part of the world 

and/or nominate a colleague to do the same 

as we build this infrastructure. Email 

rosanna.pittella@elementalethics.com 

Pick up your mental broom.  Sweep away all educational theories, bureaucracies, materials, methodologies---one pristine, 

indisputable fact remains: No one can learn for anyone else. 

 

Submitted for your consideration by Dr. Russell Baum  

. 

 



 

And the winner isé 

 
At One Voice New York, we began a new tradition.  The 

One Voice staff is very focused on supporting the honored 

educators it serves with excellence.  The only way to do 

that is to draw from it audience the information needed to 

make the necessary plans for 2009 and beyond.  Thus, a 

detailed survey was developed and used on a trial basis at 

the New York Conference. All completed surveys were 

entered into a drawing on the final day of the conference. 

The lucky winner was Dr. Lucille Mandin , a presenter 

who shared her work with us and who will look forward to 

seeing at a future one Voice event of her choice.  

Congratulations, Dr. Mandin!  

 

 Another drawing of completed surveys will be done 

at all future One Voice events.  We hope you will 

participate!  

 

 
ONE VOICE ONLINE MEETINGS AND 

INTERACTIVE CLASSROOMS  

 

In 2009, One Voice will be tapping the power 

of web conferencing, online meetings and web 

collaboration to bring small groups of One Voice educators 
together to meet, network, collaborate, share, brainstorm, 
and build practical solutions to issues in education to be 
captured in The One Voice Declaration of Equity and 
Excellence in Education.  The groups each month will be 
comprised of educators from all parts of the US, Canada, 
and any of the other 21 countries from which the One 
Voice audience hails.  The dates and times for 
conferences will take into account the various time zones 
represented.  Shortly, we will be adding an online sign up 
capability for all of you who wish to participate.   
 

We hope you will take this opportunity to take an 
active role in this important communication program to be 

launched in January 2009. Each session will take the form 
of an interactive, online classroom in which the meeting 
will be held, in some cases coupled with voice support via 
telephone. Everyone who participates will be a subscriber 
to the free online service that will provide the login to all 
sessions to which you are invited. We will provide more 
details soon. We hope you will join us in using this new 
technology to unite with other educators in very important 
work to be done. 
 
 

 
 

Non-Profit Arm of One Voice dedicated to 

Learning Support Service Projects to be launched 

in 2009 

 

When One Voice educators identify issues in 

education that should be addressed, in addition to 

processes and legislation that require modification, 

another theme seems to arise again and again.  Many 

of you have voiced concerns that the ability for you to 

scaffold your students to learning is often limited by 

the economic conditions in which they live, the 

sometimes very basic needs that are not met for 

students in the US and around the globe.  One Voice 

would like to include missions and projects of age-

appropriate support for students in needs from 

sneakers to backpacks to school supplies to breakfasts 

to internships to scholarships that might augment 

financial aid or pay for conference registrations and 

other academic development.   

As a non-profit organization, this part of One 

Voice will allow us to conduct fundraising activities 

and gather donations of goods and/or services for 

needy students. We will conduct research to identify 

programs with similar missions and partner where 

possible, and develop individual projects as well.   

We have not settled on a name for the 501c non-profit 

arm of One Voice will be formed in January 2009.  

We will announce the details in future newsletters and 

on the website. Stay tuned. 

 

 

 

 

 


