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ABSTRACT

Over the past 15 years assistive technology (AT) has had a profound impact on the lives of
students with disabilities. Technology has immense potential to enhance the lives of those with
disabilities, but there is much room for expansion of technology access and use with certain
disability populations [i.e., students from culturally and linguistically diverse (CLD) backgrounds].
Although the issue of CLD student involvement in the AT process has been addressed in earlier
legislation (e.g., Technology-Related Assistance for Individuals with Disabilities Act of 1988), it
is still unclear as to how this legislation has impacted access and use of AT for CLD students
and their families. This presentation will address the cultural considerations that need
addressing prior to the IEP’s decisions regarding AT services and devices for CLD students with
disabilities. We will offer solutions to assist school personnel and the IEP team when making AT

decisions for CLD students with disabilities.



