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Dr. Susen Smith is a Lecturer in Learning, Teaching, Gifted and Talented Education at the University of New 

England (UNE), Australia, and is a member of UNE’s Centre for Research in International and Sustainability 

Education (RISE), Science and Information and Communication Technologies and Mathematics Education in 

Rural and Regional Australia (SiMERR) NSW, Centre for Research in English Multiliteracies Education 

(CRÈME) and the Talloires Declaration Implementation Committee. She presented two well-received papers at the 

first One Voice conference in San Francisco, which led to being invited to be the Australian representative of the 

International Institute of the One Voice Elemental Ethics and Education. She has three decades of experience as an 

educator in primary to tertiary education, where she has held a variety of executive, coordination and consultancy 

roles. Designing and implementing policies, curriculum programs, professional development and community-

based initiatives on effective elementary pedagogy are her areas of strength. Susen’s key areas of expertise 

include: Lecturing in both postgraduate and undergraduate education in Learning, Teaching, Gifted and Special 

Education, Teaching and co-ordinating all NSW K-6 Key learning Areas (KLAs), researching in elementary 

school contexts, Gifted and Talented Education, Special Education, Literacy, Environmental Education, 

Aboriginal Studies and consultancy as an academic advisor. Specific interests include differentiating the 

curriculum and pedagogy across key learning areas, philosophy, socio-emotional needs of students, authentic 

learning, community projects, enrichment programs, project based learning and education for sustainability. Her 

research interests interrelate the diversity of her experiences. For example, she writes on repersonalising 

educational contexts for the social and emotional needs of gifted children, provides professional development 

programs using authentic learning projects, researches differentiating the curriculum for student diversity in a 

variety of curricula area and in Education for Sustainability (EfS). She is the principal researcher on three current 

EfS projects and has led tertiary, teacher, parent, student and community groups whose community-based projects 

have won environmental awards and grants. Susen designed the very unique ‘Education for eco-engagement’ 

program, which incorporates engaging the community using authentic learning sustainability projects to support 

the social and emotional needs of gifted students. Some of her publications include:  
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Ray Smith is currently an Educational Developer at the University of New England (UNE), Australia, for the 

Faculty of Arts and Sciences where he has very successfully worked in enhancing the quality of UNE’s teaching 

and learning processes for supporting student-centred learning in online environments. He has over two decades of 

experience working in the context of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs), Special education, 

Gifted education and Environmental education, and in the provision of educational opportunities for the successful 

implementation of ICTs, both pedagogically and technically. This has been along a K-6, middle-years, 

undergraduate, postgraduate, corporate and higher education student-centred continuum. Ray is now the Australian 

representative of the International Institute of the One Voice Elemental Ethics and Education and he has 

productively supported the implementation of many Australian conferences and educational programmes to 

support community initiatives. His expertise as a research assistant has successfully supported a number National 

and Regional research projects, which have resulted in independent and collaborative peer-reviewed publications 

and conference presentations. Ray has also been a member of a number of teams who successfully acquired 

research grants. A few of his publications include: 
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